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i “WE.....WILL BE
M AS AMBITIOUS
e FOR CHILDREN
IN CARE AS WE
ARE FOR OUR
OWN
CHILDREN"

Michelle O’Neill, MLA
Minister for Health
October 2016
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OUR AIM

to improve the well-being of children in care and care experienced young people

to deliver improved outcomes for them in important areas of their life such as their
physical, mental and emotional well being, educational attainment and economic
well being.

to focus on supporting and equipping those providing care — such as birth parents,
foster parents and residential care staff - with the necessary skills to give these
children and young people the best start in life.

to have fewer children and young people needing to become looked after through
prevention and early intervention approaches and for those leaving care, to provide
effective supports to ensure a successful transition into adult life.
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THREE PLEDGES

Pre-care

Supporting families at an early stage; providing targeted intensive support for children, young people and their families
where the risk of entry into care is high; and ensuring that decisions about taking children into care are made without
unnecessary delay and always in their best interests.

In-care

Securing earlier permanence and stability for children and young people in care and enabling them to build positive and
supportive relationships; extending placement options; strengthening support for care givers; providing more effective
regional specialist services; providing effective interventions to deal with particular challenges including: substance
misuse, poor mental health and emotional well-being outcomes; criminalisation and poor educational outcomes.

After-care

Supporting children and young people returning home from care and their families; extending support for children and
young people after-care, including care leavers, to help them make a successful transition into independent living as
adults.
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Registered Foster Carers Approved who also
provide a GEM Placement or are Prospective
Adopters Dually Approved as Foster Carers
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There can be no keener
revelation of a society's soul than
theway:in wh|ch |t treats its

Nelson Mandela
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