
                                                                                                                                                             
 

Local children dance and play celebrating 25 years 

of BookTrust’s flagship programme Bookstart 

 
Down Sure Start Rhythm Rhyme and Storytime group celebrated National Bookstart 

Week 2017 on Tuesday 6th June in Ardglass and Wednesday 7th June in 

Downpatrick. Rhythm Rhyme and Storytime is run by Speech and Language 

Therapy in Down Sure Start and is open for all children under 4 in the Down Sure 

Start area.  

National Bookstart Week is an annual celebration of BookTrust’s flagship reading 
programme, Bookstart, which celebrates its 25th anniversary this year. It encourages 
families to pick-up a book together and get into the habit of reading every day - even 
if it’s just for ten minutes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Families from the Downpatrick area at Bookstart in Down Sure Start, Fountain Street 

 

This year’s theme, ‘Let’s Explore Outdoors’, is based on the fun picture book 

Everybunny Dance! by Ellie Sandall, which was given out to every child that 

attended the event. The event in Downpatrick and Ardglass was one of hundreds 

of other fun celebrations taking place across the UK during the week as over 

450,000 books were gifted to pre-school children by BookTrust.  



                                                                                                                                                             
Taking place from June 5 to 11, National Bookstart Week aims to give every child in 

England, Wales and Northern Ireland a lifelong love of reading that will give them a 

flying start in life.  

  
Families from the Ardglass area at a reent Bookstart event in Ardglass 

 

Diana Gerald, Chief Executive of Book Trust said “We are delighted families across 

the country are celebrating 25 years of Book Trust’s flagship programme Bookstart. 

Sharing a book is a wonderful experience which every child should benefit from. 

Books invite children to dive into adventures whilst also promoting discussion about 

emotions. Reading for pleasure can have many positive impacts on a child’s life with 

research showing if a parent reads to their infant every day they will be almost 12 

months ahead of those who are read to less often, in terms of their reading and 

language skills.” 

 

Contact Us:  

For more information on Rhythm Rhyme and Storytime sessions please contact 

Down Sure Start on 02844613630 

 

 


